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request, and since our basic policy is to work vhile physically encountering the

area's true state while studying its history, culture, community and social

movements, we moved into district while working.

[ }IOYIilO IilTO IITAOATA

O A House on }lain Street

I and the three college students helping me (they were undergraduate and

graduate students majoring in city planning at Toyo University's Engineering Depart-

ment) moved in on a hot August day in 1983. The house we s,ere to live in faced the

Main Street of the district. My term "Main Street" has a nice rinS to it, but the

local people called it -90 cm Road", because it was a narrow street only one neter

vide. Since many people came and went on it from dawn to midnight, it was a good

place to measure the local people's daily communication. Our furniture and things

also came by this road, which caught many peoples' eyes, and they thought ye yere

Kyushu University students moving in. Since only one vindow separated,us from Main

Street, talkative wonen would rarmly ask, "you fellows got something to eat?", or
"did you take a bath?" as they passed by.

Along this street, there vere benches located here and there, which vere good

places for chatting. lYe made every effort to give a positive impression at these

gatherings, and talked about vho we were and what we were doing. At first, people

were suspicious and thought "who on Earth are these guys?-, and as we also felt
embarrassed, initially everyone was stiff and formal, but gradually people came to

call out, "sit and let's talk", and we were then able to bring up the subject of how

the area would change.

7
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r

@ Outsider's Perforlance in a Large Song Contest

After arriving in Kitagata, ve tried hard to actively participate in social
gatherinSs. For example, there are three popular and bustling public baths in Kita-
gata, and after our portaits vere put up in the changing rooms of each bathhouse,

[Members of our group chatting vith
Yomen on Main street]
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request, and since our basic policy is to work vhile physically encountering the

area's true state while studying its history, culture, community and social

movements, we moved into district while working.

[ }IOYIilO IilTO IITAOATA

O A House on }lain Street

I and the three college students helping me (they were undergraduate and

graduate students majoring in city planning at Toyo University's Engineering Depart-

ment) moved in on a hot August day in 1983. The house we s,ere to live in faced the

Main Street of the district. My term "Main Street" has a nice rinS to it, but the

local people called it -90 cm Road", because it was a narrow street only one neter

vide. Since many people came and went on it from dawn to midnight, it was a good

place to measure the local people's daily communication. Our furniture and things

also came by this road, which caught many peoples' eyes, and they thought ye yere

Kyushu University students moving in. Since only one vindow separated,us from Main

Street, talkative wonen would rarmly ask, "you fellows got something to eat?", or
"did you take a bath?" as they passed by.

Along this street, there vere benches located here and there, which vere good

places for chatting. lYe made every effort to give a positive impression at these

gatherings, and talked about vho we were and what we were doing. At first, people

were suspicious and thought "who on Earth are these guys?-, and as we also felt
embarrassed, initially everyone was stiff and formal, but gradually people came to

call out, "sit and let's talk", and we were then able to bring up the subject of how

the area would change.

7
i
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r

@ Outsider's Perforlance in a Large Song Contest

After arriving in Kitagata, ve tried hard to actively participate in social
gatherinSs. For example, there are three popular and bustling public baths in Kita-
gata, and after our portaits vere put up in the changing rooms of each bathhouse,

[Members of our group chatting vith
Yomen on Main street]
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